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VICTOR RIVAS RIVERS
The event went extremely well. We had almost 600 students, staff, and community members attend. The students were completely engaged. All of our comment cards expressed excellence in presenting the topic, offering the Q&A, and also having the opportunity to meet with Victor after the event. His presentation inspires people to share their own stories…this is because he gives permission, in his presentation, to allow those who’ve suffered in silence to open up. 

Victor creates this experience: “You are not alone. Look at me and my story. This issue touches each of us, directly or indirectly. Each of us can make a difference.”

-Director, Academy of Fine Arts / Community Liaison, St. Philips College
Thank you! We thoroughly enjoyed today's lecture on domestic violence. Our students were so moved about the importance of the topic that they spoke of nothing else as we walked back to St. Gerard. 

-Principal, St. Gerard Catholic High School

Victor was great and the audience loved him. We actually did something a little different and had his son, Eli, do the introduction of his father. He recorded it from his computer and it looked like he was Skyped into the event. It was perfect for our audience and organization. Victor and Mim were a pure pleasure to work with and I know they made an impact on our audience. 

- Human Options

It was wonderful to meet you at InterAct’s business breakfast last week. You are a remarkable man and we all are very fortunate that you are willing to share your incredible story of domestic violence. It’s people like you that really make a difference in our cause. Thank you, Victor, for being our speaker, sharing your story, and taking the tour. You truly are an inspiration.
- InterAct 
Victor Rivas Rivers was amazing! He really did his homework on our group, made connections to the group throughout his talk and made us laugh, cry, give him a standing ovation and really just touched people in an amazing way. One of our luncheon sponsors said that in all his years of supporting the black and Hispanic caucus events, Victor was one of the best speakers he had ever seen. 
Many people commented that he was general session caliber. Victor had a real story that seemed to reach every person in the room in one way or another. He was so easy to work with, very unassuming, approachable, just amazing! Thank you for suggesting him!
- National School Boards Association, Hispanic Caucus 

On behalf of the Bank's Diversity council, myself, and all of those attending, I would like to express our sincere thanks and appreciation for Victor's highly successful presentation at the Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco. Your speech touched the hearts of everyone in attendance. Your incredible and inspiring story is compelling and one that is important for people to hear, and your appearance was the perfect anchor for our week devoted to Family Diversity. 

How lucky for me to have stumbled across Victor on the Internet as I searched for an appropriate speaker for this event a few months ago. I was immediately taken with his story and recognized how well he would fit into the week's theme. His presentation was the most highly attended and one of the most successful that has been put on by the council as well. 

I consider myself fortunate to have met Victor, and found him charming, the 'perfect gentleman,' and a pleasure to work with. Once again, many thanks for a superb job! 

- Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco
Victor was unbelievable – we have had so much feedback and it is all the same – that this was the best speaker we’ve had to date (which is saying a lot) – amazingly impactful, very good at communicating the message (and weaving our cause into his speech). I could not be more pleased. 
I could not be happier with Victor and can only fret over how we can possibly top him next year. He is so powerful because he is a man, and he actually walked the path of domestic violence himself personally – I cannot say enough about how overwhelmed we were with his speech and his delivery of it. People are still talking about it!

- Samaritan House

Victor was great! He is such an amazing person! We really enjoyed working with him and everyone at the conference really felt motivated and inspired by his keynote. Thank you for all your help with getting us in contact with him! 

- Montana Coalition Against Domestic and Sexual Violence
Victor helped us deliver a memorable experience for our employees, leaders, clients and the community. Thank you for connecting the dots and sharing your many messages including helping us all understand the complexities of domestic and family violence, and how everyone is touched by it.

- Key Foundation

We so very much enjoyed having Victor here over the past two days. He's such a lovely person, and delivers his message so beautifully! He truly was the highlight of our conference, and our staff really enjoyed getting to know him. Thank you for your work in making this all possible.

- Prevent Child Abuse Minnesota

Thank you so much for coming to Kalamazoo last month. Your appearances on behalf of the various Respecting Differences sponsors were the most successful we’ve had to date. Attendance at the two presentations totaled nearly 1,300 people – a record high. In addition to attendance, you made an impact on this community. Counselors at the Kalamazoo County Juvenile Home claim that you are the new idol of the young people there. Members of the Hispanic-American Council of Kalamazoo were thrilled with the turnout. Audience feedback questionnaires were overwhelmingly positive.

- The City of Kalamazoo

Wow! I have never seen an impact on a community to this degree - I bet you hear that everywhere you go, but I just had to write and thank you for spending so much time telling your story (which can't get any easier, no matter how often), and for taking extra time with the kids - the CASA staff are continually speaking of kids who have been positively affected by your words. Although the traveling and constant motion must be tiring, please don't ever stop!

-CASA of Tulare County

Victor is amazing! He is the coolest, most down-to-earth guy - with an incredible story. Our community LOVED him. I am sending out an email to the YWCA's to promote Victor - everyone should have the opportunity to hear him.

-YWCA of Yakima

Thank you so much for coming to Visalia and supporting the great work are doing with the children we serve. It was magic and all that I dreamed it would be. It was such a pleasure to meet all of you. Victor, you have the power to change lives and your love and passion is a gift from God.

-CASA of Tulare County

Our participants could not stop saying how much they enjoyed his presentation and how tremendous the "words and message" were that he was relaying to all of us. His kindness and warmth were much appreciated and our staff here was tickled to have gotten the opportunity to have worked with him.

-Prevent Child Abuse Kentucky
He was fabulous! Standing Ovation! OUR MANY COMPLIMENTS AND HIGH REVIEWS for compliments to Victor! 

--YWCA Clark County

Victor Rivers was fantastic! We have heard nothing but praise for his moving and inspirational message. Also, he and Mim were very cooperative and helpful with every aspect of the event – media interview, program and book signing. 

-Citizens for Missouri's Children

Victor’s presentation contributed to making this a very enriching experience for our attendees. Because of people like him, we are able to continue providing training that helps child advocates further their skills – skills that are essential to helping children reclaim their childhoods from abuse and neglect. Thank you, again, for your efforts at this year’s conference.

-CEO, Texas CASA

Victor was a huge success. The guests at our luncheon hung on every word and really got what he was saying. We have had many calls and emails today in response to Victor and the great job he did. Our luncheon was a success, and Victor was a major part of that.

-Fresno Council on Child Abuse Prevention


In one word... AWESOME. He really hit a home run. Our audience loved him and he was truly the real thing...the kids we help are the little "Victors" here in KC. Both he and his wife are remarkable people and a joy to work with. Thanks for making this wonderful connection for us. 

-The Children’s Place
Victor was a huge hit and a very pleasant individual. A+ for you guys!

-Head to Toe Conference
Powerful and wonderful! The event was so successful due mostly to Victor. Thanks for all your assistance with everything.

-Crisis Center of Tampa Bay, Inc.

Mr. Rivers was absolutely wonderful! We thoroughly enjoyed him during our down times and his presentation was right on target with our Residential Licensing participants.

-Center for Early Childhood Development

Victor Rivers addressed a large crowd at our annual conference fall. He was amazing and we received very positive evaluations from everyone in attendance. I highly recommend him as a great speaker and spokesperson for children. 

-Florida Coalition for Children

Victor was amazing! He totally captivated and held the audience. I received so many wonderful and positive comments from the audience when the event was over, that it made all the stress I had been under to prepare for the vigil definitely worth it. Victor gets 5 stars and a thumbs up from me!!!! 
Very kind and he really made a strong impression with our audience. He is easy to talk to and approach. We would love to have him out here again. Again thank you so much for everything! 
-Domestic Violence Intervention

Victor Rivers was fabulous. Met every expectation I had, and wowed the audience as I expected.

-Greater Texas Community Partners
We enjoyed having him at our Summit as an essential piece to preventing child abuse and family violence at our Summit. Here are some evaluation summaries from his sessions that were completed by those professionals who attended our session:

· Excellent example of a domestic violence survivor. Great motivator to all services involved in child abuse prevention.

· Outstanding testimonial and presentation. Motivational aspect kept me on the edge of my seat. After listening to him I wanted to go immediately into work and investigate twice as hard.

· Best story, speaker, and inspiration during the whole conference

· The keynote address was very inspiring and motivational. Excellent choice of presenter – bring him back next year

· Absolutely powerful – what an amazing man with an incredible story – awe inspiring

· It’s really easy to see that he was the best keynote speaker of the conference

· This man was above excellent. God bless him and his continued wish for families and children

· Very personable. Thanks for reinforcing the importance of why we do what we do

· Amazing story. Great to know that what we do really helps.

· Best and most inspiring speech yet

· I appreciated his passion for the subject matter and the courage to talk about his life.

· This man is a miracle.

· Excellent, riveting speaker. We need more presentations like this – very inspirational. Speakers like this validate our worth and help us to keep going with advocacy for children.

· I feel honored to be blessed to have Victor Rivers in attendance at the summit to share such a private part of this life. Inspiring angel.

· This man is an absolutely excellent speaker with an awesomely inspiring story to tell. I was totally engaged with every word, and I think everyone should hear him speak

· One of the most inspirational speakers I have ever heard

· Powerful and inspiring. Funny at times, keep as a speaker. Down to earth.

· Without a doubt, the best!

· He is very articulate. Victor is an inspiration to all survivors of domestic violence. I’m so glad he’s a spokesperson for DV.

· The speaker’s passion was the key to his message. His personal insight and fundamental beliefs gave me new incentives to speak louder and listen better to the victims of all crime that I work with.

· It was exceptional. Very inspirational.

· Great motivational speaker, very charismatic, powerful, personable, engaging, sincere.

· Inspiring, first rate, class act. Wonderful to hear such a grounded powerful voice of advocacy. Hope he considers running for office.

-Clackamas County Sheriff’s Office

Here are a few excerpts and samples of letters that have poured forth after the youth met Victor Rivers last Friday. About 170 youth heard him speak. All 100 books are checked out. 
Thank you for coming here to see us kids. I appreciate it very much. My father used to be really violent in my home too. I ended up getting bigger than him, and I kicked his ass for hitting me and my mom. That's the whole reason I started coming to jail. They charged me with assault and battery, because my neighbors saw me knock my dad out and they called the police on me. Ever since then, I've been in and out of jail 13 times for little violations of probation. I've also been to four group homes now. My dad stopped using drugs and he is a better father now. Well, thank you for coming and sharing the importance of speaking out about domestic violence. 

.....I wish your life was not hard like that, but I guess overcoming that made you stronger. You showed me that if you can go through an immense struggle like that, then I can get off probation and be successful just like you. 
.....I really took heart with what you were explaining. I admired that you were strong enough to explain your life story. Mr. Rivers, you changed my way of thinking literally. You were very influential to me..... 

Thank you for visiting us and talking to us about your situations because some of us here have similar situations and you sharing your experiences has helped someone here. 

......You opened our eyes to an issue that is very important and needs to be addressed. It takes a lot for someone to share something like that. 
Thank you for the incredible story that you let us hear and experience. I thought it was incredible and extraordinary story that really led me to think about abuse in American communities. I thought your story really influenced a lot of kids in juvenile hall and also let them think about abuse that they have experienced and or seen. I think you are a very big influence, and motivation for children around the world. So thank you for your time and bless your family. 

-Alameda County Library, Juvenile Hall Literacy

I can’t thank Mr. Rivers enough for his presentation to the National Juvenile Justice Conference in St. Louis. His remarks were poignant, provocative and passionate, and he set the stage so well for all the sessions which then followed over the next three days. We have received overwhelming feedback from participants. His ability to engage the audience, and demonstrate the interconnectedness of violence and its ramifications, will help everyone return with a greater understanding of the work they do and the families with whom they interact. Ending the session on a high note of hope left people believing they may truly be able help.

Ever since hearing him in Washington at the 10th Anniversary Celebration of the Violence Against Women Act, I have hoped that we could bring him to the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges. This was a group that really needed to hear and embrace his message, and I am deeply grateful that he was willing to work with us to make this possible. I am confident our work will improve as a result.

-National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges

The lecture and the luncheon were outstanding events. The quality was absolutely outstanding, both in term of the quality of the lecture itself and the quality of the audience engagement during Q and A. One man asked about his own tendency to be controlling and verbally abuse his family! Several men came up afterwards and thanked me and said how moved they were. People were flocking around Victor at the book signing. My own husband said, with tears in his eyes, "thank you for bringing Victor Rivers in to our lives!" Wow. He had quite an impact.

Real education and awareness-raising was happening before our eyes. His story is extremely compelling and he speaks from the heart and with great knowledge about the issues surrounding domestic violence. Similarly, the folks that came to the community appreciation luncheon the next day, which was completely packed to capacity (about 100 folks) were blown away by him.

I can't tell you how many appreciative comments I received. The luncheon has come to have an important function in our community, I believe—even beyond thanking our stake-holders. It gives hard-working members of our community the chance to see one another and feel that they are a part of something larger that is important and makes a difference—not only the mission of our agency, but simply as a member of a community that cares. I can't thank Mr. Rivers enough for his role in this development. Please pass on our appreciation. Thanks for everything.

-San Miguel Resource Center

It could not have gone any better! We received more positive feedback about Victor than we have about any other speaker. I still receive compliments about the program every time I’m out. Thank you very much for all of your help.

-Roswell Refuge

Victor was a hit. He received a standing ovation and many positive comments. He is a powerful speaker with a powerful story.

-YWCA of Pierce County
Victor Rivas Rivers…..WAS SUPERB! I have never experienced a more compassionate and moving speaker. His presence and his ability to connect with the audience is incredible. He was most gracious, spending a great deal of time in our home with children in our care the evening before our event as well as allowing us to host him for dinner. He emotionally shared in his presentation the loss of his young brother, Robert who had developmental disabilities, similar to children in our care.  Our event was sold out……book sales were significantly higher than previous years…and we received $10,000 in donations following the event! 

-Respite Care of San Antonio, Inc.
Mr. Rivers’ personal story of overcoming family violence was substantive and inspirational. His recognition of the many situations when caring adults entered his life at key times reminds us that a kind gesture to help a troubled youth can have positive repercussions throughout their lifetime.

-Chief Justice, The Supreme Court of Ohio, 2009 Ohio Summit on Children

313 Washington Street, Suite 225 | Newton, MA 02458 | Phone: 617-614-1600 | Fax: 617-965-6610 | www.apbspeakers.com


[image: image1.png]