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Rave Reviews for APB Speakers & Programs






LUIS ALBERTO URREA

One comment about Luis: Absolutely wonderful, his presentation evoked a wide range of emotions, from laughter to tears. It was indeed memorable (I won’t forget it). We had a full house in excess of 100 people, and we started to receive positive comments the moment that he ended his presentation.
- Arizona State University
Everything went beautifully -- the audience had a terrific time; Luis was a pleasure to work with big smiles all around! 

-Eugene Public Library

Luis was so well received that I am already thinking about bringing him back in the spring!

-Bunker Hill Community College

Luis was terrific, a very engaging speaker; one of those who can make an hour seem like 10 minutes. He had a strong emotional impact on many in the audience, but he's also the real deal intellectually, so you've got a star under contract, in my opinion.

- Dallas Institute for the Humanities

Luis was uproariously funny and utterly fascinating at the same time.

-The Literary Sojourn / Steamboat Springs, CO

Luis is a great speaker.  He was thoroughly entertaining and insightful.  Our constituents and stakeholders enjoyed him immensely.  I also enjoyed working with you and APB.  Your system made everything very easy on us.  Hope we can work together again in the future.

-El Paso Public Library, TX

On behalf of the Board of Directors and staff of Literacy Volunteers of Santa Fe, I am writing to express our most sincere appreciation for Luis’s engaging and heartfelt appearance during our “Afternoon with an Author” on September 30, 2007. Our supporters in attendance at the fundraiser luncheon were charmed by his presence and responded to him in an immediate and spontaneous manner. It was quite remarkable to see him interacting with our attendees as though they were all old friends getting together for a regular Sunday brunch!

The Worrell Trust sponsored the presentation at the Scottish Rite Masonic Center and allowed us to offer his appearance as a free event to the public. His eloquence and ability to connect with his audience made this a Santa Fe literary event of note. Who in that audience was not on the edge of the seat as they listened to his tale of exploration and discovery as he lovingly researched the details of The Hummingbird’s Daughter? We were so privileged to hear the odyssey of Teresa’s creation as she evolved in his novel and in her life. We thank him for sharing with us the love and devotion that went into the making of this epic story.

-Literacy Volunteers of Santa Fe

The visit was outstanding.  All went well.  We loved him!

-Director, Office of Diversity and Equity

Southern Illinois University Carbondale

A smashing success!  The lecture itself was riveting.  Luis was funny, irreverent, and yet deeply moving with his stories.  He gave the audience insight into his own life, his research and writing, and the books.  I’m sure they’ll be circulating around here for a long time.  

The audience included our board, our Friends board and many Friends, many Latino community members, many power readers, a few writers, some school leaders, and lots of staff members. Probably between 300 and 350 people.

-Monroe County Public Library, IN

Luis was FABULOUS.


He’s such a wonderful speaker! He was, by turns, poignant and funny, and so clearly enjoying himself. It was a standing room only audience and he had them eating out of the palm of his hand. There could have been no better ambassador for the library and the Nuestras Raíces Committee. My only regret was that his new book isn’t out yet—he would have sold a million copies. He and Cindy seemed to have fun at the Festival gala dinner on Friday night, and at the Festival overall-- which, by the way, was a huge success, very big and very well-attended. And Luis was definitely a star. I could not have asked for more.

-Tucson Festival of Books

Wonderful evening. Our audience was won over, and felt a sense of discovery.

-Artistic & Executive Director, The Cabin

Things couldn't have been better. We had the best turn out in our 3-years of hosting our Literacy Alive event. Luis won the audience immediately with his sharp mind and keen sense of humor. 

-Silver City Library

Pasadena Public Library so enjoyed our time and visit with Luis. I hope he and his family had as wonderful a time as everyone in Pasadena did at yesterday’s event.

 

Looking to the future, are there other authors that are as engaging, personable, and fabulous speakers as Luis is?

-Pasadena Public Library

Luis Urrea's visit was a resounding success, and he played to a completely full house.  I've already been getting rave reviews.  I'm afraid we ran him a bit ragged!  

-University of Kansas

OH MY GOSH! Luis was THE BEST EVER! Everyone involved in the library event just adored him. He is a marvelous storyteller and so funny that he manages to not to overwhelm with the most graphic and disturbing content. For me, it was a transformative event. 
· Fayetteville Public Library

The community is raving about his presentation last night. He is such a gifted speaker, master storyteller and a fine human being. We plan to befriend him forever and follow his career every step of the way.

· -Fairfield Public Library

We LOVED him. We have had nothing but rave reviews from our audience. His story telling ability grips every listener and the hour went by so fast – many people said they could listen to him all day. We had 400 students and they were all completely attentive – quite a feat for any speaker. But the adults are hard to please too, and they were under his spell. Luis was one of the nicest speakers we have worked with. He was flexible and accommodating, as well as very charming at the dinner, luncheon and book signing. All in all, he will be remembered as one of our favorite speakers.

-Yakima Town Hall
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