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MARK OPPENHEIMER

Mark's visit was a real success. He visited two classes, had a number of meals with students, and gave a very fine public lecture to a standing-room-only audience. Thanks again for your assistance in facilitating his visit, which was a terrific experience for the whole college.

-Luther College

I would like to thank Mr. Oppenheimer for his appearance. Not only I, but everyone else in the audience was charmed by his power, charisma, intelligence, wit, and ability to speak apparently extemporaneously in full sentences (indeed, full paragraphs) without appearing stolid or heavy-handed. It was a glittering performance. He did not read from a printed text: thank goodness for that. I heard praise from my students and from my colleagues, too. The librarian made a head count and told me that he topped 100 people, in a room designed to seat about 80.

In addition to the style of the performance, the content was impressive, a reminder of what is wrong with public life and its discourses in the beginning of the twenty-first century. His deft tracing of the history of American oratory, the study of rhetoric, and their connections to ancient theories of rhetoric and to Emersonian notions of self-reliance, gave our students and members of the general public a summary of an art form that has fallen to some extent on evil times. The students were instructed as well as charmed. Two of mine asked me, somewhat longingly, why he weren't teaching at a university. I had to say that he had bigger and better, or at least different, things to do. One of them is the presentation of his ideas and his own work in venues like ours at SMU. We were, and remain, grateful for his performance and the enlightenment he offered.

-Southern Methodist University
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