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Rave Reviews for APB Speakers & Programs






JAMES McBRIDE

Today's event with James McBride went off very well. He was a pleasure to work with, very unassuming yet a compelling presence. We estimate that a little over 190 tickets were sold, and close to that attended today's talk, with over 40 at the reception alone. The local independent bookseller sold out of all the books they had brought to the event, and ended up handing out bookplates to enable people to get his autograph for a book to be bought later.
I hope that Mr. McBride enjoyed himself nearly as thoroughly as our audience did today. 
- Nashua Reads: One Book, One City
Our students absolutely loved hearing from and talking to Mr. McBride! His story, his demeanor, and his advice (about all things great and small) resonated profoundly with our guys. There's already talk of wanting him back, maybe with his band this time.
-Wabash College

Just a quick note to say how fantastic James was. Everyone – students, faculty, deans – was impressed.  Thanks again…the logistics were done very well, too!

-Associate Dean of Students, Union College
In my time here no MLK Day speaker has had a greater impact on our students than you did.  No one made us laugh harder; no one gave us such important things to think about…No one else has thought to address our students' dreams as well as King's like you did.

One of my students told us how glad she was to hear you talk about being at the university to learn to think.  Another told us all she called up her mother as soon as she left the chapel to tell her she loved her.  Others resonated to your admonishment to learn how to fail and then get up off the mat.  Others liked what you said about doing the right thing when no one is looking.

-Valparaiso University

The James McBride program with “Process” was one of the best we have ever had in Cleveland.  It helped us to reach out to new audiences while continuing our relationship with our readers.  In addition, there was a multi-generational and multi-cultural dimension to the program that was also enhanced by the addition of music.  My Library Director was personally thrilled and I've received e-mails and calls from the public and staff today giving this a “thumbs up!”
-Cleveland Public Library

James was amazing.  Completely charmed and entertained the audience.  The group was fabulous and the format worked well.  The program got a standing ovation—it doesn't get much better than that.  At the book signing, he was gracious and thoughtful with the audience, and stayed a long time.  What a talented, lovely man. I would have him back at any time.

-Carnegie Library

Everything went fine with James McBride last night.  He and his band were a pleasure to sponsor and the lecture/performance was terrific!

-Moravian College 

I feel extremely fortunate that we at MCLA were able to host James McBride. It was a highly successful event and such a wonderful way of introducing all the first year students to college.  

-Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts

What a resounding success!  It was heartening to see so many in our community come together over a good book on October 9th.  James McBride is an eloquent and gracious speaker who touched every person in the Asylum Hill sanctuary with his story and the music of the jazz ensemble.

-Hartford Public Library

It was absolutely fabulous, as was his talk at the library on Wednesday.  We loved having him here in Flint!!  

-Flint Cultural Center (MI)

Fabulous.  James McBride was at the top of his game.  He wowed them in Flint!  His visit was the centerpiece of our month long community read project, and it couldn't have been better received by this community.

-Flint Public Library 

The James McBride visit is being hailed as one of the best events we have held.  The Q & A went well.  His responses were real, funny and character-based.  The concert was extremely well received.  It's the only time I know of where the students gave a standing ovation in the middle of the concert, as well as, at the end.  Those couple of hours did more to move our campus thought forward in reference to diversity issues than several other activities combined over the last couple of years.

-Princeton University

We received many positive comments regarding his appearance and presentation.  It was amazing how quiet the audience became from the moment he set foot on stage.  His ability to tell his story, and to paint such a vivid palette for the audience to visualize, made his visit something very special for our students and faculty.

-Penn State Altoona

Mr. McBride is the talk of Falmouth!  Everyone from students to seniors who heard him speak yesterday is telling us what a wonderful experience it was to meet the author of the book that the whole town is reading.  Mr. McBride is entertaining, provocative and a great storyteller.  

-Falmouth (MA) Public Library

I just want to say that today's program was the best MLK Day special that I have experienced at St. Jude. The speaker was a perfect choice. He presented a message that truly fit the program's namesake.  But, it wasn't just Mr. McBride that made the program so special. Everything was beautifully done and wonderfully "choreographed" and so POSITIVE.  Congratulations on a super job!!!
- St. Jude Children's Research Hospital
James McBride, an author and award-winning jazz musician, encouraged students to develop and build connections outside their ethnic groups at Monday night’s Six O’Clock Series. 

He advised students about the importance of finding arenas that are compatible with their characters, since their future financial resources depend on their success within these spheres. After his lecture, McBride played jazz and pop songs with his band while alternately relating briefs accounts of his life. He concluded the program with a musical performance dedicated to the troops in Iraq and urged the audience to remember the troops in their prayers.

“[The performance] was fun”, said Lyvian Loh (senior, business marketing). “It was not that stressful, and he had hidden meaning behind the music he played.”

“I think it was really nice,” said Gorpu Miller (freshman, nursing).

- Penn Staff Writer

“Musician Jazzes up Memoir”

Mr. McBride’s presentation during the 6 O’clock Series was interesting, fun, and helped the students present learn more about themselves and the importance of cultural diversity. The students enjoyed his presentation very much and we look forward to having him again at Indiana University of Pennsylvania in the future. In the open-ended portion of the evaluation, students wrote: 

· Great Presentation!

· I’m so impressed that IUP can bring in such amazing talented speakers and performers.

· I like how the speaker captured the audience with his music.

- Indiana University of Pennsylvania

It was a wonderful visit. We had somewhere around 525 in attendance. A surprising number of them were seniors, a number of them with rather serious mobility limitations - it clearly meant a great deal to them to make the effort to see James. The sessions with the 50 kids at Central High and the 30 or so in the GED class at Mass Career Development Institute were impactful visits, particularly the visit with the group of adults. The MCDI adult students all wrote letters about how his book affected them, and they presented the collection to him. One man said that this was the first book he had ever read through. James' life example had clearly made a difference to them, and they were excited beyond belief to see him in person. He was supportive and encouraging, while not minimizing their difficulties. 

- Springfield City Library

We had a fantastic visit with James McBride this weekend. He connected so well with his three audiences—an embracing humanity, great sense of humor, wonderful musical talent—and pretty terrific politics on all sorts of issues (we are a blue dot in a red state!). Everything went very smoothly.

-Durham County Public Library

James was terrific—he was charming, relaxed and informal, yet had much to say that was important for all of us to hear.  We had an overflow audience of almost 300 people.  He was great with the high school kids, too.  We were very pleased with his visit.
-Princeton Public Library
It's all over but the shouting!  We were thrilled with James McBride's appearance here in Fort Collins Sunday evening.  He was bright, witty, straightforward, and charming.  About 600 people attended, applauded during his talk, asked several questions and gave him a standing ovation.   Hopefully, he is just finishing up at CSU now.  His political comments were direct but not mean or angry and often and his audience applauded in agreement.  It was refreshing to hear him speak to students with such encouraging words and to connect with an overwhelmingly white audience.  Thanks for your support and cooperation in making this event a success.

-Ft. Collins, CO Public Library
The visit was very successful. Mr. McBride marched with us through town and was part of the program. The audience really enjoyed his speak and how he interacted with the audience. He did a book signing and there were quite a group that showed up to get his autograph.  Thanks for everything
-St. Joseph’s University
Things went quite well.  James was great to work with, and we would invite him back.  The students found his presentation to be accessible, engaging, and challenging.  He made them laugh as well as think and we were pleased with the student feedback.  

-Associate Professor, Department of Sociology

Ball State University
James McBride was very well received.  All of our rooms were completely filled including our NC and AZ locations.  Our crew members were extremely excited to see and hear Mr. McBride tell his story.
Mr. McBride did an excellent job relating his viewpoints to Vanguard and our crew members.  Especially since he does not normally speak in front of corporations.
My team enjoyed working with Mr. McBride.  It was a pleasure getting to know him.
Excellent job!  This was the best event our diversity team has put together.  Thanks!

-Vanguard Group

Thank you for your help on our event with James McBride.  It was a pleasure working with you.  James was fantastic.  The students loved him!!  And his band is phenomenal!!!  Thanks again!
-Academic Affairs, Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts
Despite some back discomfort and the fact that he was not feeling well, James McBride took to the stage like the pro he is and was a huge success with our audience. He did a great job and was a pleasure to host.


-Rochester Arts & Lectures

313 Washington Street, Suite 225 | Newton, MA 02458 | Phone: 617-614-1600 | Fax: 617-965-6610 | www.apbspeakers.com


[image: image1.png]