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PRESIDENT MARY ROBINSON

Mary Robinson gave a remarkable presentation last evening in the Boe Forum on Public Affairs. Several commented on the depth and practicality of her solutions to world hunger and poverty—and of her own, personal commitment to changing what can be changed in the world. We very much appreciate her willingness to appear at the student news conference in the afternoon and to take several questions in the Q&A after the lecture. She was also a delightful dinner guest—and I was honored to sit with her and participate in the conversation. I highly recommend President Robinson as a speaker.

 

Bottom line: Mary Robinson was the best possible speaker on the topic of World Hunger and Poverty. 

- The Center for Western Studies, Augustana College
This past Tuesday, President Robinson delivered the Keynote Lecture at the 10th Annual Global Understanding Convention, on Hard Times, Human Rights, and Our Common Future. We had over 500 people, and everyone gave her a standing ovation several times during the evening – the talk was so captivating and moving. It was a beautiful evening. 

She was most gracious and enthralled the audience with her lecture, in depth of knowledge and experience, human compassion, elegance, and humor. Everyone said it was a night to remember. For me, there was a personal sense of fulfillment as she recognized the work of Sister Cyril of Loreto Day School in Calcutta, India, as I was a student in Sister Cyril's school for the first twelve years of my schooling. On this one evening alone, she inspired hundreds of young women students at our university to become leaders in their communities. She is such a great role model for women and men.

-Professor at Monmouth University
President Robinson was a wonderful speaker but also a very gracious woman. Our students were very impressed with her interest in their views. She was very available to everyone on campus. I again want to thank you for all of your help. It was an easy event because of your organizational skills and prompt responses to any queries I had. 

-St. John Fisher

As for the event itself, it went absolutely smoothly and wonderfully. We were fully booked out three days after announcing the lecture and there was lots of excitement about the occasion. Mary was incredible. She is a quiet, assured and unassuming person who manages to provide something for everyone. She ranged from providing a summary of the international legal environment for human rights, to personal stories, to a bit of Irish humor. She also handled all the questions superbly - and we did have some excellent questions. Ended up with 45 minutes of talk and 45 minutes for Q & A. She comes across as a person with absolute integrity and strength.

So many, many thanks for all your help with the organization of this event. I absolutely loved working with you and your organization. It could not have been better and was a terrific start to our annual lecture on human rights. Now we have the problem of how to follow up such a good start next year! 
-The University of Melbourne 

The LBJ School graduate students were grateful for your willingness to meet with them and to address their questions and concerns. They also shared with me how impressed they were with your wide ranging grasp of contemporary policy matters, especially policy issues in the developing world. Several women told me after your talk that they were inspired by your story and your example of a strong woman with a history of many leadership roles.

Students told me later how much they appreciated the way you made the connection between leadership and values. They were inspired by your courage in standing up for what you have believed in.

Your visit to Texas was a great success in terms of helping us advance the three goals for the conference: to inspire young people to lead, to educate young leaders and to connect leaders within and across generations.

-University of Texas at Austin

Mary was so considerate and her remarks were well received by our audience and the evaluation sheets showed the panel to have been rated extremely high. Once again, thank you, and thank Mary for all that she does around the world. Please keep up the good work and one day we might have the kind of world we would all wish to live in. 
-Borton, Petrini, & Conron, LLP

The conference went off really well. We received plenty of excellent feedback from the delegates, and things went remarkably smoothly. I want to let you know that Mary Robinson was a fantastic speakers. We could not have made a better choice. She gave an intelligent and lively speech, attended a number of our conference activities, and really participated in the life of the conference. She is a really down-to-earth person and a pleasure to have around.

-Zayed University, Dubai

Mary Robinson was terrific especially considering the topic, “Human Right and the War on Terrorism.” She spoke to a crowd of about 900. The students were very attentive and asked good questions. President Robinson commented on the questions after her speech. We were very fortunate to have her on our campus. She is a kind, thoughtful woman who possess great idealism. This idealism was very refreshing and uplifting considering what she has done, what she has seen and what she still hopes to accomplish. Thank you for making it possible to have her here. I only hope we can find someone next year that can come close to her presentation. 

-University of Nebraska Kearney

Everything went great yesterday with President Robinson. I think she enjoyed her visit to the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. She certainly was impressive and her lecture for the EN Thompson Forum was excellent. 

Our crowd was very attentive and applauded several times throughout her speech. Personally, I most enjoyed her visit with graduate political science students where she answered questions and told more about herself. President Robinson is delightful, passionate about issues and someone to admire. Thank you for all your arrangements and help in this visit. I enjoy working with you.

-University of Nebraska

Mrs. Robinson is an absolute delight! Her speech was VERY well received and she was quite the trouper at the reception, what with all the photos that needed to be taken and with all the people that wished to talk to her. She must have been exhausted, but she was wonderful to everyone. The general consensus was that this was the best speaker we have had to date.

-Loyola University Chicago

President Mary Robinson fully met her speaking commitments at Iowa, and her presentations were extremely well received. She addressed an audience of 400 at the formal Richard S. Levitt Lecture and delivered brief after dinner remarks to 140 invited dinner guests following the Lecture. She was at her brilliant best in answering questions from both audiences. I introduced her as “the best known woman international lawyer in the world” and she easily lived up to the billing. 

-University of Iowa – School of Law

Her cordial manner and presentation were praised by many students, faculty and community members. She delivered a very thoughtful and serious message to us in a non-alarmist fashion and issued a call to action on our part in her concluding comments. The closer interaction with our students in a classroom setting and at lunch was lost as a result of her scheduling change.

-SDSU Honors College

Thank you so much to President Robinson for making my last Commencement truly memorable. Having her here made it all the more exciting for me, and I can’t thank her 

enough. Her Commencement address was inspiring and had just the right tone and message for our audience. She captured the spirit of Wheaton College in her remarks and picked up on all the things that make Wheaton so special to me and everyone else who attended Commencement.

-Wheaton College

Everything was just fantastic when Mary Robinson was here; what a delightful, bright woman. She was just wonderful and very relaxed and very engaging. She had the audience eating out of her hand. Everything worked out extremely well.

-Assumption College

Thanks for your message. We were absolutely thrilled with Mary Robinson's address. Met the needs of our conference perfectly - a fantastic way to cap things off. We have heard very positive feedback from members of the audience. Thanks so much for all of your help in bringing this about. 
-Co-Executive Director, Public Affairs Conference, Principia College

I would like to thank President Robinson for her part in making Women as Global Leaders a success. Her remarks reflected her commitment to the promotion of women's leadership. Her attendance at a number of conference-related activities was noted and welcomed. She is an inspiring public figure and fit perfectly with our conference theme. We really appreciate the effort and time that she spent in her participation in the conference. 

-Zayed University, Dubai

Thank you for your insightful presentation for the World Affairs Council of Seattle. It was truly a pleasure to host President Robinson. Her presentation on Ethics, Human Rights, and Globalization: Implementing a Common Agenda, was extremely timely and helped to provide a stimulating discussion, both during and after the event. People came away from the event informed on the importance of implementing an ethical agenda for globalization and inspired by your example to make a difference. We sincerely appreciate her contribution to our mission of promoting dialogue and debate about international issues among our members and non-members alike. For our democracy it is healthy and crucial for the public to have access to policymakers, academics, authors and other experts. I hope we will have an opportunity to work together again.

-President & CEO, World Affairs Council

I just wanted to drop you a short regarding the visit of Mary Robinson to the Illinois State and Illinois Wesleyan University campuses. In short, she was delightful. She was extremely well prepared and was very engaged with audiences at every event. Her prepared remarks were quite simply riveting--compelling material and delivered with style and empathy. She patiently answered every questioned asked of her, and willingly spoke one-to-one with many individuals. She gladly posed for photographs with many students, faculty members and community residents. We presented her with a packed schedule and she did everything asked of her and more. I would without hesitation, recommend her to any group. She was fantastic.

Thank you for suggesting her, and for all the wonderful advance work performed by American Program Bureau.

-Illinois State University

President Robinson was a delightful and accommodating speaker, and her remarks were very well received. The audience was most impressed with her body of work in improving human rights throughout the world. 

-Assistant to the President, Illinois Wesleyan University
Thank you so very much for being a part of the Quintin E. Primo, Jr. Lecture Series. You were the first speaker to truly honor Bishop Primo and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. in your address. Bishop Primo would have loved your message of the need for dignity and human rights for the poor. Your willingness to participate in the audience questions helped to increase awareness and stimulate ongoing dialogue. You inspired so many of us that we are ready to commit ourselves to your vision or peace and parity in the world.

-Chair & Vice Chair of Planning Committee, Primo Lecture Series

Your Commencement address was inspiring and had just the right tone and message for our audience. Your work on behalf of the international community added so much power to your remarks. I also want to thank you for capturing the spirit of Wheaton College in your remarks. I am admiring of how well you picked up on all the things that make Wheaton so special to me and everyone else who attended Commencement. Many alumns commented on how much they enjoyed having you there.

-President, Wheaton College

On behalf of World Affairs Counsil members and its Board Trustees, I would like to thank you for your insightful presentation for the World Affairs Council in Seattle. It truly was a pleasure to host you. Your presentation was extremely timely and helped to provide a stimulating discussion, both during and after the event. People came away from the event informed on the importance of implementing an ethical agenda for globalization and inspired, by your example, to help make a difference.

-President & CEO, World Affairs Council

It went very well. I think Mary was very comfortable and very impressed with our program. We had about 650 people at the event! Thanks for all your work.

-University of Southern Maine, Portland

She inspired everyone she met!

-Dartmouth College

She was great! What a gracious, first class person and great role model for women. We loved her! 

- Town Hall of Cleveland, OH

Everything went great! President Robinson was amazing and the students enjoyed her story. Thank you for everything!

-University of Texas Austin

What an incredible event we had last evening with Pres. Mary Robinson. I have to say that whole day could not have been more perfect. She graciously availed herself for an interview with a local cable program, and then did an amazing job with students from 3 separate classes from 4-5. At dinner with Advisory Board, she paid particular attention to our two student members. It is clear how much she cares about young women and their potential for leadership. 

Of course, the crown of the day was her evening lecture. We had the largest crowd for a March speaker ever. But what most impressed us was the way she crafted her comments to our topic suggestion. We couldn’t have asked for a better discussion of the economic impact on women and girls. It was both sobering and yet not despairing. In addition, we were also impressed that she spoke of how the work of our Women’s Center support these global issues. For some people in the crowd who do not usually associate the mission of our Center with human rights, we welcomed the comments. 
-Director of the Luann Dummer Center for Women, University of St. Thomas

I’m still reeling with joy over last night. I truly enjoyed her speech, and love her outlook on development and women in the world. What a great well-rounded perspective, coming from someone who has been in such high government and worked with AID organizations yet still sees the grassroots “on-the-ground” real side of things. I highly respect that in her.
-University of St. Thomas Event Attendee
What an amazing speaker and what a crowd! It was just a fascinating event - nice job!
-University of St. Thomas Event Attendee
Mary Robinson was an excellent choice – great speaker, specialized knowledge and expertise, a speech written for the event, mentions of the Women’s Center throughout her presentation, great Q & A – the real deal all around. It was remarkable. 
-University of St. Thomas Event Attendee
What can I say to do Mrs. Robinson’s speech justice?? She is a remarkable woman and her topic was so perfectly in synch with the embodiment of the Ontario 2020 Summit. The floor held onto every word that Mrs. Robinson spoke … you could hear a pin drop for much of her presentation. I only wish that Mrs. Robison was feeling more herself – I think she was under-the-weather and needed to dig deep to keep the emotion in her words. The good news – she pulled it off like the professional that she is! 
-Ontario Public Service Employees Union, Ontario 2020 Summit
I hope Pres. Robinson enjoyed it as much as we did. People loved the opportunity to meet her in person. We also had a wonderful lunch hosted by one of our local clergy to give her a fascinating statue to return to Ireland. She can tell you that intriguing story when she returns.

-Wayne State University
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