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GLORIA FELDT
The world produces few leaders that combine high-level executive experience, long-term vision and a global perspective with the earthy, humane sensitivities that can only be developed through a career dedicated to helping people cope with life's most difficult trials. Gloria Feldt is such a leader, equally effective in the board room, clinic, press conference or at the speaker's rostrum.  Unlike most executives, she has continually displayed the extraordinary courage required to stand for her values and her organization in an atmosphere of lethal violence.  These experiences have given her what all of us most need to acquire....wisdom....as we try to develop the vision necessary to move forward. 

This is where Gloria really shines. She understands what it takes to mobilize a giant organization toward dramatic new goals. And she is the kind of energized, witty, charismatic leader around whom one cannot help but become wiser, newly motivated, and better equipped to plan for the future.

- Richard Farson 

President, Western Behavioral Sciences Institute

Executive Director, International Leadership Forum

Author, Management of the Absurd: Paradoxes in Leadership.
Gloria is the “1 in 1000” CEO.  First, like all superb leaders she recognizes the power of setting audacious goals; because she knows that about 80% of the time the organization will meet the goal.  Second, like the truly exceptional leader she is she marshalls those around her with a commanding vision in sync with the stated goal.  This is the decisive 1-2 punch that takes the “good” to the level of great.  And, of course, she articulates all of this with tremendous alacrity and inspiration.

- Watts Wacker
President, First Matter

Author, The Visionary’s Handbook

What an absolutely perfect visit, from dinner to the lectureship.  There has been a real buzz around here, both from those who went and those who couldn't and are waiting to view it on the web. Spectacular.  Thanks so much for making the 3rd Samuelson lecture even more inspiring than the ones that came before. 

- University of Alabama School of Public Health

Gloria Feldt’s articulation of Planned Parenthood’s growth and development under her
tenure left Harvard students spellbound and energized.

- Harvard Business School

I have received many comments that people really enjoyed the Courage Award event and particularly enjoyed meeting her and hearing her speak. Her presence made it a very special evening.

- Women Lawyers Association of Los Angeles 

She was knowledgeable, witty, compassionate -- really connected so effectively both with the whole audience and with individual members.  I admire the way she interacts with every person who has a question or comment, treating them with warmth and respect.  She fields questions and engages in dialogue with poise, wisdom, and humor. Such a great pro, and such a lovely person -- what a terrific combination! 

-President, ACLU, and professor of law, Columbia University

The First Amendment caucus was just terrific! As you could see, we had an enthusiastic and eager group of delegates who were most impressed with her presentations. Her remarks were most compelling, empowering everyone with a broader understanding of the complex issues. 

- Hadassah National Convention 

Over the course of my four years on the Brown University Lecture Board I have seen many wonderful speakers deliver lectures.  We have brought a wide array of speakers ranging from the former Prime Minister of Israel, Ehud Barak, to actor/comedian, Ben Stein.  While many of our speakers have given good speeches never have I seen someone connect with students the way Gloria Feldt did. 

Gloria spoke to a packed audience of 350 people on May 4, 2005.  Her speech, not only interesting and informative, was eloquently delivered and relevant to current events…Gloria extended the question and answer period indefinitely to respond to every single question students had for her.  The feeling in the lecture hall during the question and answer period was like a friendly dialogue. Gloria answered questions from varying viewpoints respectfully and intelligently.  After the lecture, many students came up to her individually to meet her and ask follow-up questions.  As we were leaving the lecture hall one member of the audience summed it up best when she exclaimed, “Wow, she was amazing!”  Not only did she deliver an amazing speech, she connected with her audience in a way that is truly unique.  The response around campus following her lecture was overwhelmingly positive and I received a number of comments from people thanking me for bringing her.  

I can say with confidence that all-in-all Gloria Feldt was the best lecturer we’ve had in my four years on the Brown Lecture Board.  

- Co-President, Brown Lecture Board

An extraordinary visit!  She did a brilliant job of re-focusing the troops, helping to re-frame the debate, and rallying all again.  It was a perfect visit for us all.

- Planned Parenthood of Alabama 

Gloria Feldt's visit was a great success.  The students found her at once inspiring, knowledgeable, and approachable, a rare combination.

- Hamilton College.

Today has been a truly remarkable and memorable day. It was wonderful  being able to spend time getting to know Gloria, for she is a very smart, inspiring, and hopeful woman. Not only was her presence much needed, I can honestly say that she gave one of the best speeches I have heard while at Hamilton.

It will be hard to go back to my regular routine tomorrow after having such a great day, but this is an experience I will always carry with me.

- Hamilton College VOX chapter

Her speech was dynamic and inspirational. Relating her own experiences as a leader in the women’s rights movement for so many years was fascinating for our donors. And her recommendations for “fighting forward” gave us all renewed energy and clear direction for the future…It was a privilege to spend the day with her and watch her in action.  It has certainly made me a better advocate and gave me renewed energy, which frankly, I needed! 

-Boulder Valley Women’ Health Center
We had a great day at our NCJW General mtg on Nov.28 with Gloria Feldt.  She did a terrific job of presenting the case of choice and family planning etc. Very organized, intelligent, energetic and attractive too.  The audience was quiet and very attentive.  The question and answer period went very well and we would surely recc to anyone other group. 
-National Council of Jewish Women
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